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Great popular success

for Spa Six Hours 2025

For three days, the Spa-Francorchamps Circuit saw the racing cars of yesterday and yesteryear take to the track, much to the delight of a large crowd who revelled in this roaring journey through time...
Classic Sports Car Club & British HTGT Competition

The first race of the 2025 Spa Six Hours got underway on Thursday evening amid heavy rain! Luxembourg's Philippe Vermast impressed the crowd by setting the second fastest time overall in his Triumph Vitesse, which was competing for the first time, and he repeated this performance in the race, avoiding pitfalls to finish behind Steve Osborne's Jaguar E-Type, which dominated the event. While the Briton won the CSCC-Swinging Sixties classification, Vermast took the British HTGT Competition category. The winner in CSCC-Classic K, Denmark's Nicolai Kjaergaard, completed the final top three with his Lotus Elan.

The atmosphere was completely different for Race 2, which took place on Friday afternoon under bright sunshine. This did not faze Steve Osborne, who once again drove his Jaguar E-Type to victory ahead of John Wolfe's TVR – winner in HTGT – and Dean Halsey's Datsun 240 Z, which took full advantage of Steven Pickering's Sunbeam Tiger retiring from the race. Another victory for a Lotus Elan in CSCC-Classic K, this time courtesy of Andrew Cahill. Less successful this time was Philippe Vermast, whose Triumph Vitesse came to a halt near the Pif-Paf corner.

Youngtimer Touring Car Challenge

Wet to damp track conditions for the first YTCC clash on Thursday evening, with an impressive field of 73 Youngtimers on the 7-kilometre Spa-Francorchamps circuit. It was a surprising mix that saw Alex Taylor's TVR Tuscan take the lead over the best cars of the 1980s, including Piers James Masarati's Porsche 911 Turbo, Mike Manning's Ford Sierra Cosworth RS500 and Armand Adriaans' Porsche 964 RS. Surprisingly, few competitors made mistakes, and this first race went off fairly smoothly.

Contested on a dry track, Race 2 was much less calm than the first, with several neutralisations, including the crash of the TVR Tuscan that had won the previous day, this time driven by James Affleck, in the second left-hander at Blanchimont! The battle for victory then pitted Miles Masarati in the Porsche 911 Turbo against Felix Haas' spectacular Morgan MMC4, with the two drivers finishing in that order. In the battle between the Ford Sierras for the lowest step on the overall podium, it was Ashley Shelswell's XR4i version that came out on top, beating the RS Cosworth versions! Of note was the victory of Cheng Lim and his RAM Cobra in the Sideways category.

The YTCC kicked off the final day of the Spa Six Hours on Saturday with another spectacular race, marked by various incidents... which benefited a Ford Sierra Cosworth RS500, driven by Britain's Stephen Scott-Dunwoodie, confirming the extreme variety of the winners. He finished ahead of Felix Haas' Morgan MMC4 and Piers-James Masarati's Porsche 911 Turbo. Other Sierras also performed well, with Michael Schneider finishing 4th in the Cosworth version and Ashley Shelswell in the XR4i.

Historic F3 1000cc European Trophy

A superb field of around thirty 1000cc Formula 3 cars lined up at Spa-Francorchamps this weekend, with Race 1 on Friday morning seeing two single-seaters built by lesser-known brands, Peter De La Roche's Alexis Mk17 and Charlie Martin's De Sanctis, get the better of Jason Timms' Brabham BT21. Michael O'Brien was less successful, forced to retire with his Titan Mk3 while running in the leading pack.

De La Roche started from pole position on Saturday for Race 2, but on the second lap, the Alexis encountered problems and returned to the pitlane. This benefited Charlie Martin and his De Sanctis, the new leader... who was also soon slowed down by a technical issue. That was all Ross Drybrough needed to impose his Merlyn on his first visit to Spa-Francorchamps, with the Briton finishing ahead of the two Brabhams of Jason Timms and Christoph Widmer, while Richard Trott's car finished in 4th position. The top four in this second race crossed the chequered flag in a very close finish, much to the delight of the large crowd in attendance.

Historic Grand Prix Cars Association – Pre-‘66 Grand Prix Cars

A solid grid of 35 pre-1966 Grand Prix cars, with a mix of front- and rear-engined single-seaters! The cars from the 1960s obviously took the lion's share, with Tim Child dominating Race 1 on Friday at midday at the wheel of a Brabham BT3/4, which had been driven by Jack Brabham and Graham Hill, among others, winning ahead of the Cooper T53 of Germany's Rudiger Friedrichs – the 1960 world champion car – and the Lotus 18 ex-Innes Ireland and Dan Gurney driven by Belgian Maxime Castelein. Victory went to a Maserati 250 F formerly driven by Jean Behra in the front-engine category, with John Spiers, who beat the Scarab driven by Irishman Eddie McGuire and the other Maserati 250 F driven by German Klaus Lehr.

The battle raged during Race 2 on Saturday afternoon... but not everyone came out unscathed! The leading pack lost Andy Willis (BRM P48) and the previous day's winner Tim Child (Brabham BT3/4) in quick succession, both victims of technical problems! Rudiger Friedrichs (Cooper T53) took the lead but had to fend off attacks from Dutchman Michel Kuiper (Brabham BT4) right to the end. The German held on and took the victory. After dropping to 6th place at one point, Maxime Castelein climbed back up to 3rd position at the wheel of his Lotus 18, securing his second consecutive podium finish on home soil. He ultimately finished ahead of Peter Horsman's Lotus 18/21. John Spiers and the Maserati 250 F took another victory in the “front-engine” classification, ahead of Eddie McGuire's spectacular Scarab and a second 250 F, driven by Klaus Lehr.

Historic Championship 65 & 81

The first long race of the weekend was the Historic Championship 65 & 81 on Friday morning, with 60 minutes of racing for cars built up to 1981. It was the small Chevron B19 prototype driven by Belgian François Rivaz that surged ahead at the halfway point, overtaking the Ford GT40 driven by Michael Funke and Luco Sanchez to take the victory and have the Belgian national anthem ring out across the Ardennes! At the wheel of a Porsche 911 RSR, Michael Wittke took third place overall. In the Sixties cars category, Oliver Hartmann's Elva Mk8 beat Rudiger Friedrichs' Shelby Cobra 289 by 11 seconds. A Ford Mustang, driven by Dutchman Reinier Van Abbe, completed the top three.

Classic GP – Historic F1 Pre-1966

Few pre-1986 F1 cars were in action this weekend at Spa-Francorchamps, turning the two short races into demonstrations showcasing Michael Lyons' Hesketh 308E, formerly driven by Ruppert Keagan and sporting Penthouse colours, Paul Tattersall's Ensign N179, formerly driven by Derek Daly, and John Spiers' March 761, formerly driven by Ronnie Peterson. This trio of single-seaters allowed the audience to hear the legendary Ford Cosworth V8 engine roar around Francorchamps...

Royal Automobile Club Woodcote Trophy & Stirling Moss Trophy

The Royal Automobile Club Woodcote Trophy and Stirling Moss Trophy combined to produce a high-quality field featuring some gems from the 1950s. Starting from pole position, Maxwell Lynn's Lister Costin Chevrolet shot off as soon as the lights went out, building up a lead of up to 20 seconds! When the pit-stops window opened, Frederic Wakeman (Cooper T38) and John Spiers (Lister Knobbly) battled for second place. Unfortunately, it was all over for Andrew Smith's Cooper Monaco, which was forced to retire on the second lap due to a technical problem. Although Spiers was the last to return to the pitlane, the Lister Costin Chevrolet's dominance was not to continue, as Andy Wolfe, who had taken over from Maxwell Lynn, returned to the pits 20 minutes before the finish with engine problems! The way was now clear for Chris Ward's Cooper T38, who had taken over from Fred Wakeman, with a lead of less than 5 seconds over Spiers. This gap would increase as the chequered flag approached, allowing Ward to continue his momentum from the Goodwood Revival, while Wakeman had the American national anthem ringing out across the Belgian Ardennes! About 40 seconds behind Spiers, the Lister Knobbly Chevrolet of Stuart Morley and Richard Hudson narrowly beat the Lotus XV of Guy Peters and Will Nuthall. Keith Ahlers and “Billy” Bellinger positioned their Lola Mk1 in 4th place, just ahead of Paul Pochciol and James Hanson's magnificent Jaguar D-Type, which won the Woodcote Trophy ahead of Miles Griffith's Kieft Bristol, which had suffered some bad luck. Among the victims at the end of the race was the Giroulle family's Lola Mk1, which lost a wheel at the Bus Stop chicane.

GT3 Legends

Race 1 of the GT3 Legends got underway on Friday evening. Graham Davidson's Aston Martin V12 Vantage started from pole position but was quickly overtaken by Maxwell Lynn's Nissan GT-R GT3... before the former Oman Racing car regained the lead and went on to build up a comfortable advantage. Although Andrew Jameson and Mike Jordan's Lamborghini Gallardo LP560 GT3 and Christian Albrecht's ex-Sébastien Loeb Racing McLaren MP4 12C lost several laps due to problems, nothing seemed to be able to stop Davidson as he sped towards victory, while Lynn-Cowens also fell victim to Christoph Von Oeynhausen in an ex-Triple Eight BMW Z4 GT3 at the end of the race. At the wheel of an Audi R8 LMS GT3, Julian Thomas also finished the race strongly, narrowly beating the Nissan GT-R GT3 to take the win in the GT3 C2 class, as a few drops of rain fell on the circuit in the final moments of the race.

The track was almost dry on Saturday lunchtime for Race 2. Graham Davidson's Aston Martin Vantage V12 #47 dominated once again, leading from start to finish. Maxwell Lynn tried to put up a fight at the start of the race with the Nissan GT-R, but this time he was unable to keep up the pace. We then saw the rise of a trio consisting of Julian Thomas (Audi R8 LMS), Christian Albrecht (McLaren MP4 12C ex-Loeb Racing) and Christoph Von Oeynhausen (BMW Z4 GT3 ex-Triple Eight). After 50 minutes of racing, Von Oeynhausen was the fastest and finished second ahead of Albrecht's McLaren and Thomas' Audi, which won the GT3 C2 class. Lynn-Cowens' aggressive Nissan GT-R GT3 was unlucky, forced to retire at the end of the race. Vignali's Audi R8 LMS GT3 completed the top five ahead of Holme and Jordan's Ferrari 458.

Alfa Revival Cup

The Alfa Romeo Giulia 1750 GTAm cars dominated Saturday morning's 60-minute Alfa Revival Cup race. Brothers Daniele and Ambrogio Perfetti were omnipresent at the top of the standings, initially flanked by Roberto Restelli. Restelli lost ground after his pit-stop, and while Daniele Perfetti seemed to be heading for victory, a 5-second penalty for exceeding track limits handed the win to his brother Ambrogio! Restelli completed the standings, while former F1 driver Christian Danner, Mathias Körber's teammate, climbed up to 5th place in just a few laps! Less successful was Fabio Babini, Ben Walter's teammate in the #77 Giulia Sprint GTA, who was forced to stop on the last lap. Nikolaus Ditting was therefore crowned the best Giulia Sprint GTA driver.

Pre-War Sports Cars

The large crowd at Spa Six Hours enjoyed 40 minutes of thrilling action as they watched the battle between the pre-war sports cars! Starting from the front row of the grid, Jonathan Bailey unfortunately ended up in the gravel trap at La Source shortly after the start, forcing him to embark on a huge comeback drive in his Bugatti T35C. Although Gareth Burnett looked set to dominate proceedings in his Alta Sports, he had to retire three laps from the finish! From then on, the very stylish Alvis Firefly Special driven by Rudiger Friedrichs and Charlie Martin pulled away to take a commanding victory, well ahead of Robert and Joshua Beebee's Frazer Nash TT Rep. and Alex Hewitson's Riley 12/4 TT Sprite Rep. The best Bentley was the 3/4 ½ driven by Clive and James Morley, ahead of Belgian François Rivaz, winner of his category at the wheel of a Bugatti T44. The same was true for Sue Derbyshire, who proved very popular with her three-wheeled Morgan Super Aero.  
Spa Six Hours Endurance

The Spa Six Hours Endurance, Roadbook's flagship race, was unusually intense on Saturday at the Spa-Francorchamps Circuit, with a very high number of Safety Car procedures (11!), something quite unusual in historic racing. As expected, the Ford GT40s played the leading roles... but without ever being able to shake off the diabolical Ginetta G4R shared by Danes Palle Birkelund Pedersen, Alexander Weiss and Nicolai Kjaergaard! In the end, the #7 GT40 driven by Diogo Ferrao and Martin Stretton made no mistakes, winning fairly easily and allowing British driver Stretton to claim his fifth victory in the race! Behind the Ginetta were two other Ford GT40s, the #20 driven by Michael Funke, Luco Sanchez and Nick Salewsky, and the #30 driven by Nico Verdonck, the best Belgian driver, Marcus Graf von Oeynhausen and Andy Newall! As usual, the Lotus Elan 26Rs were strong, with 5th and 6th places going to experienced drivers Gordon Shedden, Rory Butcher and Andy Priaulx on the one hand, and Shaun Lynn, Maxwell Lynn and Andrew Haddon on the other. Belgians Olivier Meurens and Raphaël de Borman were also on course for a similar result, before a cylinder head gasket decided otherwise. Also worth mentioning is the class victory of the 2-litre Porsche 911 driven by Ruben Maes, Enzo Ide and Steven Palette, two places ahead of the MG B driven by Maxime Castelein, Arnold and Harold Herreman, while Serge Libens, Jean-André Collard and Thierry de Latre du Bosqueau secured a podium finish in the Touring Car class in their Ford Mustang.

The 2025 edition of the Spa Six Hours Endurance, held in very pleasant weather conditions, attracted a large audience, with the various car parks at the Spa-Francorchamps Circuit completely full! There is no doubt that historic races are attracting more and more people...
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